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July 16, 1999
Contact: Fraser McLeay, senior manager, Montana World Trade Center, (406) 243-6982.
SENATORS TO PA RTICIPA TE IN ELECTRONIC COM M ERCE SEMINAR AT UM
MISSOULA Montana’s senators, Conrad Burns and Max Baucus, have confirmed that they will
participate in an electronic commerce seminar at The University of Montana Aug. 1-4.
The nearly-sold-out course, “E-Business: Opportunities, Challenges and Winning
Strategies,” will provide participants with the skills to succeed in an increasingly digital
economy. The seminar is being sponsored by the UM-based Montana World Trade Center and
UM ’s School of Business Administration, and it will be held in UM ’s Gallagher Business
Building.
“We are pleased to have the participation of both our senators in this important event,”
said Arnie Sherman, MWTC executive director. “Our leadership in Washington, D .C ., clearly
recognizes the potential e-commerce offers for our state.”
Three-fourths of available seats for the course have been reserved by business leaders
from throughout the region. Those interested in attending may register by calling (888) 7732703 or visiting the Web site at www.e-win.org.
“We hope that Montana business leaders who have not signed up for the course will do
so this w eek,” Sherman said. “This is an opportunity that should not be missed.”
The U.S. Department of Commerce recently released a report indicating that business
to business e-commerce will reach $7 billion by next year and that 56 percent of U.S.
businesses will sell their products via the Internet. The same report indicated that by 2006
roughly half of the private workforce will be employed by businesses that produce information
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technology or heavily use IT equipment.
“We are at a critical juncture,” Sherman said. “Montanans must embrace e-commerce
now or risk being left behind in the new digital economy.”
The seminar is designed to offer practical, real-world advice. Attendees will hear from
experts about the challenges and opportunities of the electronic marketplace. They will learn to
use the unique characteristics of the Web and develop online communities. They also will learn
top marketing techniques and discuss issues with experts on electronic payments, online
transactions and Internet law.
Keynote speakers during the four-day immersion course will include:
■ John Connors, vice president of Microsoft’s World Enterprise Group.
■ Greg Simon, CEO of Simon Strategies and Vice President A1 Gore’s former domestic
policy chief.
■ Hap Klopp, president of HK Consulting and former CEO of The North Face.
■ Vincent Phillips, vice president of Web services for Charles Schwab & Co.
■ Gregory Martin, KeyCorp vice president for electronic commerce.
■ Tim Smith, founder and CEO of Red Sky Interactive.
■ U.S. Sen. Max Baucus.
■ U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns.
For more information, call Fraser McFeay at (406) 243-5259 or e-mail
fraser@mwtc.org.

m
NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: Parts of the four-day course will be open
to the press. Those interested in sending a reporter to cover the event should call Paige Darden
at (406) 259-3134. In addition, interviews with any of the keynote speakers may be arranged
for those interested in doing a story on e-commerce prior to the start of the course.
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